
PAWS PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 3.20.2020 

Like many others, we're in a tough situation right now with staff and volunteer shortages due to the 

coronavirus (COVID19) pandemic. And we provide a critical service to animals that must continue.  

Effective immediately, PAWS will no longer allow any member of the general public to come into the 

facility. This includes our volunteer receptionists, dog walkers, socializers, and cleaners. While this is a 

terribly difficult measure for us to take, we have to protect our facility so we can ensure we are able to 

care for the animals. 

As we have more than 100 animals, especially cats, in our shelter today. In order to ensure that we have 

enough staff and volunteers to care for the animals, we need your help. 

Here are some ways you can help PAWS through this challenging time: 

🐾 ADOPT 🐾 

Please help us get as many animals (especially cats) adopted fast! Waiting out the next few weeks in a 

shelter isn't good for animals, nor for the thinly stretched staff working tirelessly to care for them! 

Animals - and their loving adopters - will be much happier this next stretch if they're home together. We 

need adopters more than ever before - please click here to view animals available for adoption: 

https://www.pawsadoption.org/adoptable-animals 

P.S. Please do not come to PAWS for any reason if you are sick or a family member is sick in any way.  

This is for your safety as much as it is ours.  

🐾 DOGS 🐾 

All fosters transfers, adoptions and meet & greets will take place outside.  Please be prepared for the 

weather conditions and dress appropriately.   

🐾 CATS 🐾 

Additionally, as we have a high adult can population, we will begin offering “virtual meet and greets” or 

cats.  What this means is – IF you have an approved application you may request to schedule a virtual 

meet and greet.  A member of the staff will contact to make a virtual appointment and at your 

scheduled time a member of the staff will contact you via facetime or Google Hangouts and you will 

virtually meet the cat. Additionally, the staff member will be able to answer any questions you have at 

that time. All paperwork for adoption will be done either online at outside of the building or in the 

entrance area.   

Working Cats. As the weather improves, if you have a barn or a protective shelter, and you need a 

working cat please let me know.  We have 4 beautiful cats who are up to the task. 

🐾 EXTRAS 🐾 

Because these are extraordinary time and extraordinary measures, we have put in place to protect our 

facility, staff, volunteers and pets, we will extend the 3-day sleepover for dogs to 5 days.  We will also be 

extending the 30-day exchange policy for cats to 45 days.  These policies will remain in effect until we 

return to operating normally.   

https://www.pawsadoption.org/adoptable-animals


🐾 FOSTER 🐾 

We need foster homes for adult cats and special needs animals.  Interested foster families 

should submit an application by going to https://www.pawsadoption.org/foster-a-pet 

🐾 INTAKE SERVICES 🐾 

Per our municipal contracts, our shelter will continue to take in stray animals during this time 

during regular business hours. We do ask that you contact your Animal Control Officer first for 

assistance so we can limit the flow of foot traffic in the shelter.  

We ask that people interested in surrendering their own animal to hold off if possible; if it's not 

at all possible for you to keep your animal, please call us at 236-8702 and we’ll get back to you 

as soon as we can. 

🐾 PHONES 🐾 

Because we have a significantly reduces volunteer force, we will no longer have anyone 

answering the phones. The answering machine will be on and we sill be checking the messages 

every 30 minutes between 11:00am & 3:30pm.  However, you can message us on Facebook or 

send us an email to peteypaws@pawsadoption.org   We will get back to you ASAP! 

🐾 POSTPONED OR CANCELLED 🐾 

Youth programs | Vaccine & Wellness clinics | Volunteer Info Session | Outreach Events  

🐾 DONATIONS 🐾 

We are currently accepting donations of pet food and treats. Canned and dry pet food is 
essential to our foster program and food insecurity programs and partners: Meals on Wheels in 
Knox County and the Waldo County Pet Food Pantry. We have a comprehensive Amazon wish 
list for your convenience http://a.co/jjWWeBB  

Monetary donation can also be made online by visiting: https://www.pawsadoption.org/donate 

Donations of gently used supplies (blankets, toys, etc.) cannot be accepted at this time. While 
we are grateful for your consideration, we are not able to accept these items. 

🐾 BEING NEIGHBORLY 🐾 

We encourage the public to check in with members of your community that may be living alone 
with pets or those that are in a vulnerable position due to the virus.  

🐾 THANK YOU and STAY WELL 🐾 
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